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result at all.   Powerless herself to do anything to help matters
on, she could only fall back on "Esperance et Constance"

But Charlotte had a resilient nature, and a girl-friend who
was at Weymouth, and went one day on board the Queen's
yacht, gives us a picture of her in more cheerful mood, dressed
on this occasion in yellow Hessian boots and a high bonnet.
The rest of the yachting party went below to lunch in the
state cabin; a cold luncheon only, for hot ones did not come
in till about twenty years later. Charlotte preferred to have
hers on deck, sitting on a sofa with her plate on her knees, and
when asked what she would like to have, replied, " 4Cold
beef/ and then called out rather loudly, Svith plenty of
mustard.9 "

10
During the whole of this autumn of 1815 Charlotte stayed
on at Weymouth. During the long evenings she would read
aloud to her Ladies while they sat round her working. Charlotte
read charmingly, and in the dull life of this group of women
these evening readings were a welcome relief which "every
one of the party found a great improvement on the sameness
of the usual conversation/'
At the beginning of January they all returned to Granbourne
Lodge. Various small alterations that Charlotte had wished
done in the house had been made while she was away, and
this pleased her. "In short," says Lady Ilchester, "there was
an air of happiness .. . about her which I had not seen before."
Charlotte did not confide in her new ladies as she used to
in Notti, but it is probable that this brightening of her spirits,
though unknown to Lady Ilchester, did not come only from
an altered room or a new piece of furniture, but from the fact
that she must have heard that the Regent had actually decided
to ask Leopold to come to England with a \iew to marrying
her. This was not the Regent's own wish, but for once he had
in his dealings with his daughter been overborne by others.
Charlotte's uncles, The Dukes of York and Kent, were eager
for it, so were Lord Castlereagh and Lord Anglesey, and It
was especially these two who had worn the Regent down to
the point of agreement.
During this January, Charlotte was actually invited, and
went, for a fortnight's visit to the Pavilion. Possibly her family
felt a little compunction at the way she had been treated, as